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Tattooing of Vietnamese Migrant workers in Taiwan

Pi-Chuan Sung

Department of Southeast Asian Studies, National Chi Nan University

ABSTRACT

Is tattooing an anti-social behavior or a process of socialization? Is it to show self-
awareness, or to negotiate, adjust, and tolerate the life world? The purpose of this
research is to explore the tattooing phenomenon of Vietnamese workers after they came
to work in Taiwan. It mainly adopts the research methods of field observation and in-
depth interviews, and the analysis process uses the concept of interpretive cycle of
Gundam. This study found that the motivations and meanings of Vietnamese migrant
workers tattooing in Taiwan are quite diverse, but they can be understood in the context
of international labor migration. In the topic of tattoos, Vietnamese migrant workers
have shown that they have migrated from a traditional collectivist cultural society to a
modern industrial society, adapting and tolerating the impact of real life. This research

nn

reflects on "cross-cultural research methodology," "response to migrant workers' tattoo

issues in Taiwan society,” and "the labor system of migrant workers". Finally, based on

the research results, it puts forward suggestions for future research on related issues.

Keywords: Vietnamese, Migrant workers, tattoos, hermeneutic circle, life world
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