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The Theory of Human Nature and Education in Huainanzi

Mei-Ling Lin
Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Chung Hwa University of Medical

Technology

ABSTRACT

Huainanzi has twenty-one volumes, written by the Western Han Dynasty Huainan

Liu An and his hanger-on. Its content is the integration of the pre-Qin philosophers, but
the central idea is based on the theory of Laozhuang theory put forward the new Taoist
theory. From the volume of ({ Yuan Dao) to the volume twenty (Tai Zu) canknow
the author trying to go from Taoism to Confucianism. From the Laozhuang 's Theory of
Taoism to the implementation of Confucianism to the world' s response. This book is a
combination of Confucianism and Taoism. Huainanzi Although deeply influenced by
the inaction of Laozhuang, but also stressed that teaching and learning. This article
mainly discusses the theory of human nature and education of Huainanzi. Because the
argument of human nature will lead to a different concept of education, so before
explaining the concept of education, we must first discuss its theory of human nature.
Huainanzi is compatible with hundreds of theories, non-one written, in terms of human
nature, there are three different views. From the ( Yuan Dao) to (Renjian) articles
advocate human nature quiet desire. ( Xiu Wu) advocate three levels of human nature.
(Tai Zu ) articles that human nature has the righteousness of the qualification. These
three views, from the human nature is Taoist ignorance, no desire, plain, quiet, into
Confucianism emphasizes the teachings and Mencius's goodness.In the education
concept to explore follow and learning . "Follow" thought mainly from two aspects to
illustrate: (a) follow is to adapt; (b) follow and inaction. "Learning" thinking from three
aspects to explore: First, stressed that people can actively change the natural; Moreover,

the importance of learning; Finally, the criticism of worship the ancients complex.

Keywords: Follow; Huainanzi; Human nature; Learning; Nature
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