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Karma and Sex in The Carnal Mat

Mei-Ling Lin
Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Chung Hwa University of Medical

ABSTRACT

Early Qing Dynasty dramatist Li Yu is the author of "The Carnal Mat", this book
IS prostitution, little Zen means. Li Yu succeeded in becoming the author of classical
erotic novels. The earliest erotic novels of the Ming Dynasty were "The Empress and
Her Gigolo", which had a great influence on the pornography novels in the Ming and
Qing dynasties. Afterward, a large number of pornography appeared. Most of the
pornographic texts are obscene, the plot is not ethical, and the characters in the book
are perverted. Although the "The Carnal Mat" has aunt, nephew with a man to do
mating, but compared to other pornography, incest content rarely very little. And the
narrative methods and plot ideas are better. "The Carnal Mat" inherited
pre-pornographic novels, emphasizing the growth of the penis, karma, and fictional
dog kidney into the penis whim. This article mainly discusses the concept of karma and
sex in The Carnal Mat. In terms of introduction, there are statements on the Hong
Kong "Sex & Zen" series of films that delineate this book, the positioning of this book,
Li Yu's personality and thoughts. The concept of Karma should be elaborated on four
themes: First, prostitution wife, his wife will be prostitution; Second, husband doing
things, his wife bear the result; Third, those who practice fairness will not be good later;
Fourth, a good can eliminate all evil. About sex, mainly from three directions:(A)
homosexuality;(B) sexual fantasy; (c) peeping and staring. Hope through these
discussion, can make a whole understanding of this book, and then show its value and

significance.

Keywords: Causal-effect; Li Yu; Obscene; The Carnal Mat; Sex
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