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Research on the chapter of Xun-Zi 's anti-physiognomy

Mei-Ling Lin

Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Chung Hwa University of Medical

Technology
ABSTRACT

The theory of Xun-Zi's anti-physiognomy is the first systematical statement of
physiognomy in the history of Chinese philosophy. Regarding to the content of
anti-physiognomy, there've been two types of saying; one is from Lu wen-tsau's point of
view. He thought the second half of the theory, in terms of the statement after "people
have three disasters" has been mistaken by the statement of "honor and humiliate”. The
author considered, the statements after "people have three disasters” could be part of the
theory of anti-physiognomy .In other words, Xun-Zi presented "The features cannot
surpass the dispositions, and the dispositions cannot surpass the logos” by means of
disputing the proof of the physiognomy. In that sense, people who intent to accomplish
the character of a virtuous person should focus on his heart and mind. Therefore, how to
become a virtuous person is the main concern in Xun-Zi's book. As to 'the virtuous
person’, it mainly emphasized on the techniques of talking in the theory of
anti-physiognomy. Also, this article drew some on the political theory of Modeling after
latter king. Therefore, the author divided and depicted the theory of anti-physiognomy
into two parts: a. the statement of anti-physiognomy, b. the discourse of the virtuous
person.

Keywords: Xun-zi, Anti- physiognomy, Physiognomy, The virtuous person
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